
Germantown Middle School 8th Grade ELA 
2019 Summer Reading List 

 

 In order to promote continued literacy development, the GMS English Language Arts 

department believes that summer reading is essential for our students to combat “summer slide” and 

to be more successful the next school year. Because of this, ALL upcoming 8th graders are required to 

read a novel before the beginning of the 2019-20 school year (see the assigned readings below). 

Students will be tested on the basics of the novel at the beginning of school (and may use their own 

annotated books or reading logs for help, if desired). Students will then participate in more in-depth 

activities (literature circles, Socratic seminars, vocabulary study, etc.) during the first month of school. 

All students will be assessed more thoroughly on the assigned book within the first nine weeks for a 

major grade. 

 IF THE STUDENT WAS ENROLLED IN REGULAR 7TH GRADE ELA LAST YEAR: 

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor      920L, 288 pgs 

Set in a small town in Mississippi at the height of the Depression, this powerful, moving novel deals 

with issues of prejudice, courage, and self-respect. It is the story of one family's struggle to maintain 

their integrity, pride, and independence in the face of racism and social injustice. It is also the story of 

Cassie Logan, an independent girl who discovers over the course of an important year why having 

land of their own is so crucial to her family. Winner of the Newbery Award in 1977, Roll of Thunder, 

Hear My Cry is an American classic.  

 IF THE STUDENT WAS ENROLLED IN ADVANCED 7TH GRADE ELA LAST YEAR: 

Let the Circle Be Unbroken by Mildred D. Taylor      850L,  416 pages 

In this exciting follow-up to the Newberry-Award-winning novel Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, 

turbulent times continue for the Logan family. Through it all, Cassie and the Logans stand together 

and stand proud—proving that courage, love, and understanding can defy even the deepest 

prejudice. This work has been specifically chosen to preview and enhance our theme of injustice in 

the south before the Civil Rights Movement. 


